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He came unto his own, and his own received him nat. 
But to as many as received him, to them gave be 
Power to become the Sons of Gad. John i, 11, 12. 
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1 ERSUASIONS, &c. 


AOnſider T5 am _ dhe ow: 
to be Chriſtians, which 7: 157 : 
| bels fer 313 to be. 455 


And will you not be indeed what you 
profeſs? Why do you embrace the name, if 
you diſlike the thing? I know you have. 
falſe meaſures, whereby you judge of Chri-. 
ſtianity, and think, perhaps, that all who are 
baptized, and keep their church, and call. 
themſelves Chriſtians, are ſo indeed: But 
you ſhould rather ſay, ſuch profeſs them-. 
ſelves ſo to be; but they are not ſo in Gop's 
account, except they are true to this profeſ- 
ſion. He that wears a nobleman's livery, 
ſeems to be his ſervant, but unleſs he. ac- 
knowledges him to be his maſter, by doing 
what he commands, you will ſcarce ſay ſuch _ 
a man is his ſervant; however, not a ſervant 
to be maintained, but caſhiered and puniſh- 
ed. And if you are but ſuch kind of Chti- 
ſtians, is was as good you were open infidels, 


You cannet think it enough to prove a man- 1 


925 „„ your 
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your friend, that he calls you ſo, and gives 


you fine words, and promiſes great things, 


and mean time does all he can to hurt you. 
Even thus hath the Lord Jeſus Chriſt deci- 
| ded the caſe, and told us who are his friends, 
not they who only ſpeak honourably of him, 


and pretend great eſteem of him; no, but 


: they who do , what he commands them, Joh. 


xv. 14, If you will not do thus, you may 


eaſily be convinced, that your Chriſtianity 


will not place you with the friends of Chriſt, 
but leave you among his enemies; and fo 


will. do you little ſervice, -_ 


_ © Wherefore he only is a Chriſtian who re- 
Ceives the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in all thoſe re- 


lations, in which he is repreſented in the 


| Goſpel, and is willing to perform the duties 
that theſe relations bind him to. And to 


ſuch a receiving of Chriſt I am urging you. 
Can you be Chriſtians without taking Chriſt 


dr your Lord? And can you do this wich- 
out you are governed by him? Is he a diſ- 


ciple of Chriſt, that will not learn of him? 


To give an Inſtance or two: Chriſt bids 


| vou to be meek and lowly ; if you will not 
do thus, are you indeed his diſciples? He 


tells you his yoke is eaſy, and his burthen 


| light, and therefore requires you to take 
them on you; if you think them hard and 


| | heavy, and therefore reject them, do you 


not in effect give him the lye? He tells you 
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Him, and yet-pretend you hope to be ſaved 


by Him, can you call this believeing on 


Him? When he would redeem you from 


your iniquities, and you will not part with 
them, do you take him for your Redeemer? 
So that it is evident you are not really, in | 
Gop's account, Chriſtians, except you are 
willing to be guided by Chriſt to happineſs 
in the way which he hath revealed;.where- 


fore you muſt ſee to come up to this, or be 


judged of Gop as heathens and infidels, and 


accordingly dealt with. * 


2. Conſider ſeriouſly what a moſt kinds 
fign it is that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt comes to 
you upon, and judge whether it is pot moſt Þ} 


reaſonable to comply with Him. He offers 
himſelf to be your Saviour, and what can 


you ſay why you ſhould not cloſe with this 
offer; Examine what hurt there is in that 
work of Chriſt upon your Souls, 
which you are moſt prejudiced. Jeſus Chriſt 


would take off your affections from earthly 


things that cannot ſatisfy them, and ſet 


them on things above, which will prove a 


durable portion. He would cure the blind- 


neſs, brutiſhneſs, and deadneſs of your ſouls, 


and raiſe you to the greateſt liberty of mind 
and to to the moſt reaſonable excellent life. 


whereof you are capable. He would bring 
| as 4 af 
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He is the author of eternal Salvation to thoſe . 
that obey him; if you refuſe obedience to 


againſt 


you 
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in a ſweet and ſteady peace; inſtead ot bein 


uſeleſs to Gop and man, and deſtroyers of 
| yourſelves, he would make you ſerviceable 
in your generation, and your own trueſt 


friends, I ſpeak of the preſent effects of his 
| grace upon your ſouls in delivering you from 


the dominion of fin and Satan, under whoſe 

tyranous power Chriſt finds you; for cer- 
tainly to be thus enflaved is the greateſt mi- 

| ſery that can at preſent befall you, as it de- 


| baſes and defiles you, and puts you out of 
that order in the creation which Gop placed 


vou in. Nothing in all the world can be ſo 


much diſgrace to you as this; for of reaſon- 


| able creatures, you are hereby like brutes, 
| and in ſome ſenſe worſe; and inſtead of the 


3 image of Gop, you bear the image of the 


devil, through your love to fin and enmityto 
Holineſs, And do you think there is no hurt 


in all this? No, not in becoming ideots and 
fools, living contrary to, and below your 


reaſen? In being like the devil, whom you 

pretend to abhor? Is it no diſhonour to you 
to have Him to be your father? Such he is 
whilſt you do his works. Well then, you 


have nothing, I hope, to fay againſt the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who comes to recover 
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| you out of darkneſs into light; frompain and 
grief to the moſt manly joys; he would de- 
fer you out of the noiſe and tumult of your 
fooliſh deſires and paſſions, and ſettle you 
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you to yourſelves, to bring you into your right * | 
ſenſes, to ſhew you your former folly, ſo. | 
as to make you aſhamed of, and humbled 
for it, that you may forſake it; whoſe de- 


ſign is to raiſe you to the original privilege. 
and dignity of your nature, by repairing 


Gop's image, which you have loſt; by 
bringing you to love that which is beſt for: | 
you, to beware of what would hurt you, 
and to be weaned from : thoſe things that 
will leave you and cannot make you happy. 
Now if you have nothing to object againſt al! 
this, much leſs can you quarrel with his de- 
ſign to keep you from miſery, and make 
you bleſſed for ever, if you will hearken to 


him: Where then does the matter ſtick? 


What can hinder you from receiving the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who comes only to take 


off your load, and give you eaſe and reſt. 


3. Conſider what Chriſt has undergone 
to make your peace with Gop. He became 
poor to make you rich. He became the ſon 
of man that you might be ſons of God; He 
came down from heaven to raiſe you thither: 


| He entered into combat with the devil that 


vou might be enabled to conquer him. He 


bore the worſt the world could do, and over= # 
came all its aſſaults, that you by him might {| 
overcome the world. He drank the bitter 
cup, the dregs whereof you had otherwiſe |! 
been drinking eternally, When the . i 
5 of || 
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of ene was wdr to ſheath: ſelf in your 


bowels, He came betwixt- and received it 

into his own. He willingly gave up him- 
ſelf to the death, that bitter, cruel; ſhame- 

full death, that your ſouls might live for 
ever. He bore your ſins that they might not 


4 lye on you as an heavy load to nk. you in- 


to the loweſt hell, He was made a curſe that 


you might eſcape it, and obtain a bleſſing. 
And after all this that the Lord Jeſus 
# Chriſt has done and ſuffered, will you re- 
2 ject Him? Has He done fo much in order 
to IM deliverances, and ſhall Wen loſt to 
= as if it had never been done? What, 


| Ss the ſon of Go, manifeſt in the fleſh, 
ſhed-his warmeſt heart 3. blood to bt a bal 


ſam for your wounded ſouls, and are you not 
willing it ſhould be applied? methinks com- 


| mon ingenuity ſhould tell you ſuch: match- 
| leſs love as this ſhould not be lighted. If 


you were taken captive by the Turks, and 


a dear friend ſhould venture his life to free 


you, ſure you would be willing to return 
with him, though you might have great of- 
fers to ſtay behind, if it was for nothing elſe 
but to gratify your friend who had ventured 
fo hard for you. And what ſhall the blood 


of Chriſt be, as it were, ſpilt on the ground 


| and have no ect on thee? How hard is 
that rock whom chis will not ſoften? Think, 
oh! think; P beſeech thee, What the Lord 

Jeſus 
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Jeſas eee bat gon 


ſhould be rejected ob thee. 


ole thou heareſt him ſaying to thee, Look 


here thou finner, behold theſe tokens of my love; || 
ſee what I have endured on your behalf: Oh! | 
be not faithleſs but believing; be not perverſe 
and obſtinate to reject me, who have felt jo 
much pain to procure thy caſe; caſt away thoſe || 
Ans which: have uſed me thus; truſt thyſelf 
with me who have given ſuch coſtly: evidences. 
of my love towards thee; accept me for thy re- 
yay who have paid. ſuch a price for theez || 
thy Lord, who bave thus bought || 


own me for 


thee out of ſlavery; follow me in the way that 


I. fhall ſbeu — that I may bring the ſafe 


to the preſence of the Fatper, none T have re- 1 
| cenciled to thee, 


_ Suppoſe, I ſay, thos ſhouldſt fre the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt covered with his own blood, 
and hear him importuning thee to forſake 
thy ſins, and accept of his grace and mercy, 
* wouldſt thou ſay ? What anſwer would 

you give? Could you find in your heart to 


deſpiſe n to 8 6 your ears to his requeſt, 
5 
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0 e Saad to deliver: thy. 1 
ſoul from the jaws: of death; and then ſay, 
whether it be juſt and reaſonable that He 
Let me intret | 

thee to imagine that thou - ſaweſt Jeſus now. | 
before | thee all in blood, calling 
him, as He once did 7 homas, bidding thee 
to-thruſt thy hands into his fide,. and put thy 
: fingers f into the points of the nails, and ſup- 


thee to 
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| wobld'you tell inthe hack net denden 


his ſoul, t 


| t6 engage vou to Him? that you fa nr 


ſon' Why you ſhould hearken to his offers and 


that your. fins” were far more ſweet and 


precious than grace and glory, or any thing 


| that he could give? Surcly you would not 
make ſich an anſwer.” If not, then let het 


thy heart and practice return the very ſame 
anſwer to me, who, in the name and ſtead 


of Chriſt; beſeech thee that thou wilt through 


a * 


Him be reconciled to Gop: Even by all 


thoſe” wounds the Lord Jeſus ſuffered upon 


the croſs, by all thoſe pangs which he felt in 
his cries and groans, by his tears 
Ido, as upon my knees, be- 


- 


and bloc 


_ ſeech thee; give an hearty entertainment to 


; 5 da e 1 1 170 io | 
avon. thee co, that ro it, 0 r 8 
0 abe 'be pardoned andtwü d von th | 
1. 'Confider whayhet oft-veaſoriable 1 4 
dition the Lord Jeſus Chriſt / hat appointed” 
_ *thee,” that thou er 2 4a Þ 
_ vations by) Him pileven thy: uifeigned wil- 
lingneſs toaccept HimiforthyRedeaineriand + 
- thankfully to receive the benefits whichihe | 
hath purchaſed for thee. And wilt ng 
induce thee to enter into covenant with Him, 
when the terms thereof are ſo fait and 
cious? This thy hearty:conſent, :: Zhatitbe 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall performithe-whale. of- 
ice of a Saviour to thee” and for thee, is all 1 
that is required of thee, to make thee one of 
his members. This is the great command 
of the goſpel, Believe in the Lord Jeſus | 
Obriſt, ſo that you can have nothing to 14 
in your own behalf, if you ſhould be found 
at laſt to have neglected this command; for 
tell me, could you have deſired any ing | 
more favourable? If you had been Enjoined | 
| ' Tome: great thing, would you not have dane 
it Much more now you are only — 
to be willing to have Chriſt and life with 
Him? But remember the offices of Chriſt | | 
muſt not be divided, nor His benefits lepa- | 1 
rated; he muſt be received as thy Lord, to 
wle in dy _ and govern! thy: life, 0b | 
we 
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Wy Saviour keep thee from miſery, 
o bog her beat eeriling to feel in thy Jou! 
| vi of biroreſs en thy nt, as 
"the merit of Wis oroſt- procuring thy pardon 
the love of heaven 
"Jabove:earth-now, if you would be received 
there by Chriſt when you leave this world: 


et ial this it is but the conſent of your 


+ fouk which is re uired, in order to the 1 


Ainment of the offered mercies. And would 
| You have matters brough down lower yet? 
Would you be ſa ved againſt your will, and 
-and hauled to heaven when your heart i is a- 
Veainſt it; or would you have ſuch kind of 
exceptions as theſe, put in with the terms 
of thy ſalvation? That you may have liberty 


lo trample on Cbriſt's bload, and yet be waſhed 


in it from the guilt of fin; that y you may here 


* have leave to + the devil, and yet receive 
* "from Chriſt the wages be gives bis faithfull ſer- 
Vvants; that youtmay be allowed to love creatures 
more than G OD, and yet Gop loves thee with 


_ - bisdeareft love; that you may livewithout grace 


and yet when you dye be received into glory. 


N Would you indeed make fuch terms as theſe, 
if left to thy on choice? Vou could not 
Wc; ſurely be ſo fooliſh, ſo baſely diſingenious; 


jf not, then come in and ſubmit to the con- 


1 ditions offered thee, than which you cannot, 


if you be well in your ſefiſes, with for any 


more ſuited to thy intereſt. Hearken then 
to 
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55 hee andaffe@ionare invitations of crit : 
Ee every onethat thirſteth, let lim come and 
drink; 44 whoſoever aui l, let him take of the 
water 0, hfe Freely, Iſai.” lv. Rev. xxi. 7. 
Give- not Chriſt cauſe to complain over thee | 
that thou wouldſt not come to Him that 
you might have liſe; that He would have 
gathered thee as a den gathereth her chick- 
ens, but thou wouldſt not. Oh, what a cut- 
ting thought will this be in hell, toremem-" _ 
| || ber at how cheap arate you might have eſca- 
| that miſery, but wouldſt not; how ea- 
| fily, how certainly you might have been 
happy for ever, but you would not. The 
way was ſhewn thee, you was exhorted and - 
} | beſought again and again to walk in that way 
but you would not hearken; Chriſt would 
have been your ſaviour but you would have 
e 
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none of Him, being in the number of 
thoſe rebellious ones, who would not that 
He ſhould reign over them. And how ut- 
terly inexcuſable. will you be at the day of 


„ || accounts, when you ſhall be asked what rea- 
. || fon you had for not receiving the Lord Je- 
> | fus Chriſt, when he freely offered to have ſa- 
t || ved thee? What anſwer will you then make? 
; | What though you had not wit or learning 
to improve for Chriſt, nor an | eſtate to lay 
+ | out for Him, yet had you not a will to em- 
y brace'Him and his tenders? Could you not 
5 * here . Him, and have given uf 
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yourſelf to Him? Could men or. devils, - 'or 
any thing but thy own wretehed abſtinacy; 


ons 2 this? Ignorance you cannot 
pretend, for you have been many times aſ- 


. lured, and let me once more aſſure thee, 


that if you are willing Chriſt is willing; yea, 


he is earneſtly deſirous of your happineſs, 
He calls upon thee, that thou. mayeſt turn 
and live; He hatł᷑ ſet himſelf full in the 
way to prevent thy damnation, ſo that vou 
cannot go to hell but you muſt trample him 


under your feet, who ſtands betwixt to keep 


thee thence. If now at this inſtant you will 


comply with the deſign of Chriſt ta ſerve 
thee, in the way. He hath eſtabliſhed, He 


| . will ſurely perform all his promiſes to thee. 


But beware of deceiving thyſelf, pretending 


you are willing to receive the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, whilſt in your actions and canverſa- 
tions you refuſe to be ſubject to Him, for 
the tenour of your life will be ſure to follow 
the bent of your heart, if the temptations 
of ſatan ordinarily. prevail with thee againſt 
the commands of Chriſt; does he not poſ- 
ſeſs thy heart who can thus put thee upon ac- 
tion? if you follow your pleaſures and world- 
ly buſineſs to the neglect of Gon, is it not 
| plain you love the world and the geſh more 
„ chan God and holineſs? Can you he diligent 
to pleaſe thoſe whom you hate, and to in- 
jure and grieve ſuch: as love u beſt? [theſe 


are too groſs preznces, your own n conſcience 
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is convinced of their vanity and falſhood-” 1＋ 
ot | you-conſent that. Chriſt alone ſhall be your 
if. | ſaviour, you will depend upon Him only 
e. for ſalvation: If you are willing He ſhould 
4, govern thee in the courſe of your life, you 
fs, | will yeild obedience to Him. If you ſay 
rn | You have not power, examine, I pray thee, 
be | what does this mean, but that you are abſo- 
du lutely unwilling, and then whoſe fault is 
m] that? Who is it that hinders, you from be- 
pf ing willing? On whom doſt thou think to 
i | to lay the blame? Be aſſured the holy Gop 
ve will clear himſelf, if you would lay the cauſe | 
Je of thy damnation on Him, as if He would 
e. | not give thee grace enough to change thy 
ig | beart; thou didſt not improve that meaſure 
us | of grace which was given you; thou didſt 
a- | wilfully reſiſt and keep out what was far- 
or | ther offered to you; and you will find ſmall 
w | relief or comfort in laying the fault on the 
as devil, or your companions and acquaintanee; 
ſt | your accuſations of them will be far fromm 
{ | acquitting yourſelf; they ſhall dearly anſwer 
for what they have done, but you will full 
1. | be left liable to juſtice ; nay you will be 
ot | found to belye the devil himſelf, if youſay | 
re | he was the chief cauſe of your ruin; for 
at | never could he have deceived and undone 
2. | you, if you had not been willing to hearken | 
ſe || and be deluded by Him; nor could your | 
ce companions 84 drawn you ta fin; if * 
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had not firſt been in love with it; for nei- 
ther they nor the tempter, whoſe inſtru- 
ments they were, could thus prevail with 
them, whoſe hearts were againſt it. Nei- 
ther will it excuſe 155 rejection of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to ſay you never had ſuffici- 
ent reaſon given to draw you to Him ; and 
that you never heard of any ſach advantage 
to be had by Him as might allure you; for 
{ you ſhall then be made to acknowledge, 
that in the thing itſelf there was abundant 
reaſon for your acceptance of Him; and if 
it did not prove ſufficient to work upon thee, 
|, Why was this? Was the goſpel unreaſona- 
ble, or you, in ſo lighting it? Was it hid 
from you? if fo, was it not becauſe you did 
permit the Gop of this world to blind your 
mind; and keep you from the knowledge of 
the truth? If you are ſtill in the dark, is 
it not becauſe you love darkneſs more than 
light? Are you not ſo fully bent upon the 
ſatisfaction of thy deſires, that you will hear 
of nothing that ſhould draw you from them? 
Are you not too ſlothfull and negligent, ſe- 
riouſly to conſider your fin and danger, the 
love of Chriſt, and your need of Him? The 
meditation whereof thro” the working of 
Gop's grace, would ſoften your heart, and 
bow your will to a thorough compliance 
with Him: And do you indeed think your 
wilful ignorance will be allowed a ſufficient 
„%% IRS he plea 


7 3%; 4 » 2 . 2n 
plea for the negle& of your duty? If when 
ou ſet your ſervant to work in your ſhop | 
* ſhould ſhut up your windows to keep out | 
dhe ſun, or purpoſely put out his candle, and | 
= then pretend he could not ſee to do his work | 
Z would you take this for a good excuſe ? And 
| are not you doing thus when you will not | 
.  Hearken to the word without, when you put 
out the light of conſcience, , that candle of 
the Lord within you, by which you might 
be led to Chrift? And then you cry, you 
cannot find the way to Him: It a man ſhould | 
| ſend a proclamation to rebels, promiſing par- 
don to thoſe who would come in, if they 
ſtop their ears when it is read, will it excuſe | 
them afterwards, to ſay they never heard 
any invitations to lay down their arms, 
Nor can you truly fay that the Lord Jeſus !| 
"Pf Chriſt requires harder things of you than i 
a || this willingneſs of heart to be ſaved by him, 
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e for was you once brought to this, whatever | 
r elſe he requires from you, would appear ea- | 


i? | fy, eaſy as fora hungry man to eat, or a du- 
tifull child to pleaſe a loving father: To do Fr 
ce | His will then would be your delight; you - | 
c would find a new nature within you,  car- | 
of | rying you forth with a mighty power and 
Nene to all acts of obedience. 

ce But yet further, ſuppoſe a nobleman ſnould 
ur | offer to a beggar, that if ſhe would put off 
nt | Her rags and waſh herſelf, and put on the 


4 
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apparrel he had provided and leave her vagrant ce 
life to come and dwell with him and, de 0! 


his loving and faithful wife, he would marry her tC 
and make her a partner in all his honours and bot 
_ riches, would you ſay there was any thing requi- It 


red of this woman beſides her willingneſs to be- 
come his wife? I hope to throw away her rags, 
and leave her, wandring companions, and live 
| like a perſon of honour, does not look like the 
paying a portion, or doing difficult work: And 
this is your very caſe: Poor and naked the Lord 
Jeſus finds you, or covered only with rags and 
filthineſs; theſe he bids you put off, waſh thee, 
| © make thee clean, and forſake thy-ſinfal courſes 
and companions, in order to put on thee the 
white robes which He hath provided for you; to 
be cboathed with his perfect righteouſneſs, that 
the guilt of your ſins may not appear, and to be 
adorned with the graces of his ſpirit, that you 
may be lovely in the ſight of Gop. He offers to 
eſpouſe thee to Himſelf, and become thy huſband 
and make thee a jointure of heaven itfelf, if you 
will continue in love and faithfulnefs to Him all 
all your days. Where then is the dowry that 
muſt be given Him? He aſks for none; *tis 
” thyſelf He deſires, and bids thee. come boldly, 
” without money or price. What eaſier terms, 
| what fairer offers would you deſire? Shall I then ; 
prevail with you or not? As Abraham ſent his 
fervant to ſeek a wife for his ſon Jaac, ſo do I now 
addreſs myſelf to you, from my Lerd and maſter 
| - Jeſus Chriſt, earneſtly with St. Paul deſiring to 
eſpouſe thee to Him as a chaſte virgin; with 
eommiſſion from Him I make theſe tenders to 
tee. Behold, this hour a meſſage of infinite 
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concern is ſent to thee.” "Chriſt Jef, i hs Kings 
of Glory, offers himſelf aich all he is and hath 
to thee, and! by me bis ſervant; thy confent is 


now demanded; what is your anſwer? Is 


it the ſame that Rebekah gave to Abrahams ſer- 
vant, Ges." xxiv. 58. I will go with the man, I 


will be eſpouſed to Chriſt: If you ſay no, Gov 


that ſtands over you, will witneſs, thy own con- 


ſcience will witheſs, yea, I ſhall witneſs againſt 
thee, that Chriſt did freely offer Himfelt and 
falvation' to thee, and thou didft-perverſely re- 
ject Him; but God forbid you ſhould do thus 
fooliſhly. In the bowels of Chriſt let me beſeech 


thee, not to turn the deaf ear to this meſſage ; 


do not read theſe things ſlightly, as if they con- 


cerned thee not, but ponder awhile and let thy 
thoughts dwell upon the matter: If there is not 
all the reaſon in the world for what urge you to, 


Night it and ſpare not: but examine things well, 


and ſee you contradict not your own reafon, and 


ruin thyſelf by inconſideration. Once again then. 


J aſk you, are you willing to betroth yourſelf to 


Chriſt, to be faithfull and conſtant in thy love and 
obedience to your life's end? If you ſay, you are 
and hope, by Gop's grace, you ever ſhall be, 

doubt not but your reſolution is aecepted and ra- 


tified in heaven; what you have done this hour 


will be recorded by Gop Himſelf and remem- 


bred for ever. Make haſte to your private cham- 


ber, there more expreſsly and ſolemly to profeſs 
this your engagement to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


and to pray for his all-ſufficient grace, that vou 


= continue ſtedfaſt and immoveable in it. 
8. Let me intreat you, conlider the advantages 


Jo | 
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ſus Chriſt, If you aſk me what theſe are, I | 

muſt anſwer, fo great that I cannot tell you, ſuch 
as you-muſt not, cannot fully; know till you are 
poſſeſt of them: He that was perfectly acquain- 
ted with them all, might ſpend. all eternity in re- 
vealing them, for ſo long ſhall the true Chriſtian 
be enjoying them. But J am able out of the book 
of Gop, to tell ſo much of the benefits you will 
gain by receiving the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as will 
* certainly perſuade, if you are ruled by the trueſt 
| reaſon. In one word then, be aſſured you ſhall 
have all that can make you truly happy in this 
world and the next. This is his own promiſe, 

P/al. Ixxxiv. 11. For the Lord Gop is a ſun 
and ſheild, the Lord will give grace and glory: 

| No good thing will he withold from them that 
walk uprightly. Rom. viii. 28, And we know 
that all things work together for good to them 
that love Gop. What can you with for more? 

That very day in which your ſoul is thoroughly 

brought over to Chriſt you have aright, by virtue 

of bis own promiſe, to all in heaven and earth, 

4 hat may be for your good; you ſhall enjoy it as you 
come to need it, and art made meet to receive it. So 
ſoon as by faith you are united to Chriſt, the 
_ guilt of all your former fins is taken away; thy 

fervices for the future are accepted, and thine im- 
perfections forgiven. for Gop is become thy re- 

conciled father; He will love, own, and bleſs 

thee, as his child. And can you want any thing 
if Gop is your father, who owneth all things? 

All- his attributes, his wiſdom, power, truth, 
and goodneſs, will be engaged in your :behal : 
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and employed for you; his works, his word 
and all his providence ſhall ſecure and ſet for- 
ward your happineſs! all your outward affairs, 
your heavenly father, who knows what you have 
need of, will overlook at all times; he will ſo 
diſpoſe of, and provide for you, as ſhall be moſt 


for your advantage; no affliction ſhall befal you, 
but will prove a medicine for your ſoul; in all 
eſtates and conditions Gob will direct and pre- 


ſerve you, and if you maintain your integrity, 


neither men nor devils ſhall prevail againſt you; 
the holy Ghoſt will be with you, and in you, to 
enlighten, ſanctify, and guide, to comfort you 
in trouble, to aſſiſt you in duties, and to ſeal you 


to everlaſting happineſs: When you die, the 
Lord Jeſus will receive your ſpirit, preſerve you 
from the roaring lion and the pit of deſtruction, 


and vouchſafe you the beginning of happineſs 
with Himſelf, which ſhall be compleated at the 


great day, when you ſhall be publickly owned 


by that Chriſt, whoſe perſon and cauſe you did 


here embrace; by Him you ſhall. be openly juſti- 
fied from all accuſations of ſatan or the law, and 
be preſented pure and holy in the preſence of the 
Father, to be eternally bleſſed in all the enjoy- |! 


ments of thoſe treaſures of infinite love, which 
God hath reſerved in heaven for believers. This 


is the inheritance you will come to by receiving | 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; you will be made an heir 


of God, yea, a coheir with his own ſon, to en- 
ter into his joy, and abide with Him for ever; 
then at length you ſhall know all the defigns of 
divine wiſdom and love, when they ſhall be ac- 


compliſhed in you and for you; and by the frui- 
i | | : | tion 


- — Sr e DT DV 169-4 — — — — — — 
£ * . * . . 


"Th 22 * ö ma 
tion you mall vnderſtand har is that exceeding, for 
and eternal weight of glory for which ſuch won. m 
derful contrivances were made, ſuch ſolemn pre- | H 
parations, by that Gop, who doth all things like I foi 

. HimſeF, being infinitely: wiſe and good. "Then ot 
ſhall you reach to, and find thoſe glorious things, th 
which it was neither lawful nor poſſible for angels * 

or men to utter: To be ſhort; you ſhall thenbe ft 

advanced to the utmoſt poſſible perfection of; thy | w 
nature; your ſoul ſhall be fitted for thoſe actions · tt 

and employments which are moſt ſuitable to it, | b 

even the loving and praiſing thy Maker, ſavigur * 

and ſanctifier; and you ſhall.feel thyſelf encom- n 

paſſed with the warm ;embracts of his \deareſt u 
love; 'andas-this your: bleſſedneſs ſhall be infinite £ 

| and unſpeakable, fo ſhall it be eternal, ik 

And ſome beginnings of this divine life and A 
happineſs are brought into the ſoul whillt it is { 
made in a meaſure conformable to Gop, and f 

ll carried out after Him with the ſtrong workings || * 

olf love and deſire; whilſt it feels the ſhedding 
abroad of his love in itſelf, and lives in joyful 
expectation of an advancement to the Perf er 
bf bliſs. 

NR And now, if you believe al this ( böch you 

muſt unleſs you take the ſcripture for a lye) I 

would know of thee, whether the invitations 

Chriſt makes you to come to Him, are notbacked 
with ſufficient motives to prevail with all that are 
not quite beſide themſelves in matters of the 

Breateſt moment. . l 

By this time, I hope, you lvinty: for that the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſeeks thy intereſt, whilſt He 
is ſo importunate with thee; that it is only he 
| make 


723 - 


make the bleſſed for ever; for this he commands; 
for i this He beſeeches thee: And ſhall fuch com- 


mands be diſobeyed? Shall ſuch requeſts|be denied? 
How ſtrange a thing is this? That man, a rea- 


ſonable being, whoſe wiſdom ſets Him above all 


other creatures on earth, ſhould thus be wooed, 
thus intreated to be happy, and'yet ſtand dallying 
whether He had beſt be fo or not; 5 7 ea, that He 
ſhould V y refuſe to be 15. Which are 
we mo 


ble mercy and patience of Gop, ſo long to bear 
with ſuch unworthy creatures, ſo frequently to re- 
new the offers of bleſſedneſs, and even to preſs i it 


upon them? Well then, do you ſee there is any 
gain in godlineſs? Is there enoagh ef advantage 
to eceivè from the Lord jeſus Chriſt to makeim 
worth accepting? For that I again repeat, is all 
that is expected from you; be but cordially will- 
ing to take Him and all His benefits together, and 


for certain all ſhall be thine; you ſhall find every 
promiſe of the book 6f GopD made good to your 
comfort; yea you ſhall find ten thouſand times 


more than ever you could concei ve from the ful- 


leſt promiſes the higheſt expreſſion you ever met 
with concer-ning the privileges of believers. 

Now ſhall all this bring you to be one of that 
number or not? Do you know where to make 


more advantage for yourſelf? If ſo; take your 


own courſe, for be affured the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
needs not you; His glory by no means depends 


an your ſubjection to Him ; do as you will, he 


knows how to ſecure his own intereſt, yet fain 


hene would Perſuade you to take pity on yourſelf 


and 


to admire in this caſe, the diſtraction and 
the baſe ingratitude of man, or the inconceiva- 


1 

1 

| 

| 
9 
1 
1 


and ſave your own ſoul; if there be any one in * 
all the world that hath done more for you than Th 
but before you :conclude there is any ſuch, exa- 70 
F mine matters well, and then do as you ſee meet. 4 G 
Indeed the caſe is ſo plain, that the verieſt child || © 
. may know how to decide it; for what are you Fo 
like to have from the world, from the ſervice of | . 
the devil, or from any thing that would keep || % 
you from receiving the Lord Jeſus: Chriſt? Can | 
you think the ſatisfying of your ſenſes, the plea- K 
| fing your fancy, or living in idleneſs and wan- 1 
tonneſs, in pride and pomp, with the applauſe i 
of the world, is better than the love of Gop; ; 
| 
| 
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better than the fulneſs of joy to be had in his pre- 
ſence, than the rivers of pleaſure at his right- 
hand for evermore; But be they as good as they 
= will, do you think they will always laſt? Hath 
dhthe devil any future reward for his ſervants when 
their miſerable ſlavery in this life is ended. A- 
mongſt all his temptations did he ever promiſe 
that he would make you happy for- ever? Is it 

| poſſible for you to be ignorant that the pleaſures 
in, beſides their emptineſs, are but for a ſea- 

' fon? So if you remain without Chriſt, you 

have nothing to truſt to that will not miſerably 
| deceive your expectations: Look round about 
you, and ſee if you can find any other foundati- 
on to build upon; and when you have conſidered 
|| with that ſeriouſneſs which becomes one who de- 

' fires to do himſelf good, ſure I am, the language 
of your ſoul will be like that of Peter. Job. 
vi. 68. Lora, whither ſhall I go? thou baſh the 
Vuords of eternal life, Thowonly haſt revealed it. 
4 e „„ n 
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Thou alone dire to it, Thou only. haſt PAD "= 


it, and Thou alone canit-beftow it upon thy people; 
«herefore to Thee Lord Thetake myſelf, renouncing 
all things that ſtand in competition with Thee. be 


| Thou my Lord, let me be Thy ſervant, let m2 live 
to Thee here,. and let me live with Thee forever 
partaking of that glory which Thou haſt n rl 


* the Father for thy faithfull ones. 


What do you ſay? Does your heart "RNs to 


cheſe words or not? Say yes or no before you 


read on; I am ſure you can have nothing like a 


reaſon to give why you ſhould not ſay, Lord, 
come to Thee. Oh! give not Chriſt cauſe to 


| wonder at thy obſtinacy and unbe lief. Once a- 


gain, I aſſure you, he will not rule over Thee 


to your hurt: think not you ſhall loſe by him 
becauſe he calls you to ſelf-denial and bearing 


the croſs ; if he. would take you from any thing 


that is dear to you, tis becauſe it is hurtful; and 
he will give you better delights than thoſe ne calls 
you from; you ſhall part with nothing which 
you could have kept long, but inſtead 45 it thou 
ſhalt receive a treaſure that never ſhall be taken 
| from thee. r | 
But if you are ſo faſt bel to your profits, 
your pleaſures, and your ſweet fins, that you 


turn a deaf ear to all thoſe intreaties, if this is 


your reſolution, that Baal ſhall be your Gop, 


and him you will worſhip ; that the world ſhall 


be your portion, and to it you will cleave, re- 
member you have had your choice; the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt tendred himſelf and all his ſaving 


mercies to you, but thou didft deliberately pre- 
ler other things before him, and therefore you 
fo RES mm 1 
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5 bare! no wrong bw you if you go * him 
if this be your thanks to him ſor his matchleſs 

condeſcenſion in inviting you to glory, grudge 
not, if hereafter he exclude you from it. And 


now get thee to thy idols, which ſo engroſſed 


your heart, that there was no room for Chriſt 


except he would take the leavings of the world 


ab and the fleſh, which, be it known: to. thee, he 


never will: 0 thy way, make the beſt of your 
idols, your riches, your warldly ] joys, and emp- 


ty honours; ſuck all the ſweetneſs they will yeild 
and keep them as long as you can; but know 
when you ſee. where they leave you, and into 


what a ſtate they have hrought you, you will then 


clearly ene, an offer 70 refuled 
to accept. 


6. And laſtly, Conſider die ea fear 125 


aae ſure to follow your recktjeion of the Lord Jeſus 
| - Chrift. It God bejuſt and true, you are not like 
to go unpuniſhed with the guilt oſ this moſt hei- 


nous ſim on your ſoul: If you ſtand out againſt 


„ | the mercy that is ſo freely offered, you will be as 


miſerable a creature, both body and ſoul, as ever 


ſaw the ſun. Make as light of theſe threathings 

as you will, but if there is a Gop Aint heaven, 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they will be 
made good, as. thy will ſhortly: eel, to thy e- 


verlaſting ſorrow, 1 your ſpeedy converſion pre- 


went it not. Think not, I take any delight to 


dig 1 in the bowels of hell, and throw: flaſhes of 


fire in your face; no, but 1 would fain, if poſſi- 
ble, prevent your miſery, by diſcovering what 

it will be, if you throw yourſelf "headlong into it 
— Obi that] could * way thing that might 


make 
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make ſome impreſſion upon thee; to convince . 
thee what a deſtructive thing that fin is, which 


yet you are ſo deeply in love with. Even du- 


king this life, whilſt you are without Chriſt, 


your condition is moſt ſad, however you may re- 


joice in worldly goods, for you are all this while 


under the guilt of all the fins you ever commit- 
ted, in thought, word, or deed, ſince you came 


into the world; the leaſt of which, without par- 


doning mercy, would drown thee in perdition 
Vou have no (certainty even for an hour of any 
of thoſe things which you poſſeſs, but are liable 


tas ſhort warning as the rich fool in the goſpel 2 


who was called away in that very night whercinhe 


bid his ſoul take his eaſe, eat, drink and be mer- 
ry; fof you cannot thew any true title, by vir- 
tue of a promiſe from God, to the leaſt of all 


your comforts; but y ou ſtand always expoſed to 


that wrath which you are treaſuting up for your- 
ſelf againſt the dayof wrath. You lie wholly at his 


mercy, whom you are daily provoking to anger. 


In all your ways, which are ſo defiled, the holy 


Gop beholds the as an abomination upon the 


| earth; and he alone knows how ſhort a time he 
is determined to bear with thee ; 2% glaſs 15 run- 


ning, His patience is drawing to an end, death and 
zend are haſtni ng, hell is already burning, and 
Yqu cannot ſecure a moment*s ſafety. * Whillt you 
are fleeping or wakeing, cating or working, tal- 
king and laughing, the heavy doom hangs over. 
your head; every day you have reaſon to expecb 
the dreadfull vengeance of the Lord to ſeize upon 


you nothing but meer mercy hath kept it off thus 


long, and mercy will not always laſt; at night 
mf „ when 
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hw: you g⁰ to > hed it is a great hazard but you 
wake in flames; when you go out of doors, it 
is a queſtion whether you may not go to your 


on place before you return home; for. ought 


you know this may be the laſt warning you ever 
ſhall have; think a little whether this 1 is: a com- 
fortable 10 tor a man to continue in. More 

over, in all the troubles you may meet with in 
this world, I know not what ſupport may he ad 
miniſtered to you; thefe is none to be given you 
from Gop, I am ſure, whilſt you reject the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: What ſhift you make to get eaſe 
and relief at ſuch a time, 1 cannot but wonder; 
only the remnants of thy worldly comforts, and 
the hope of ſeeing things better, may help you 
to ſome falſe peace; but alas! poor man, death 
vill ſhortly arreſt thee, death will ſtrip thee of all 
thy heart delighted in, death will bag 
your expectations, death will, carry the out of 
this thy beloved world, into a place to which 
thou haſt been an utter ſtranger, not thinking of 

it at all, or but coldly and ſeldom, or with hor- 
ror and averſeneſs: Death, I ſay, will ſhortly 
lay hold of you, aud then whither wilt thou look 
for comfort, thou deſpiſer of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt? Into whoſe hands will you commend 
your departing ſoul? Can you expect the Lord 
Jeſus ſhould receive you dying, who: wouldit by 
no means be perſuaded to receive him, when he 

offered himſelf ro you? What; can you expect 
He will receive a rebel into the kingdom of peace 
An earthly, ſenſual, deviliſn foul, into the com- 
munion of ſaints? No never. expect it; and if 


he will not receive thee, who muſt ? If heaven 


may 


\ 
2 


may not hold thee, what place will? You can 

i eaſily anſwer theſe queſtions. And when by 

a reſurrection to condemnation you are com- 

5 pelled with all the reſt to ſtand in the preſence of 
your judge, how will you appear before Him? 
for the Lords fake, yea, for your own ſake; tho! 
333 not Chriſt, nor the ſanifying work of 

is holy ſpirit, put theſe queſtions home to 
your heart; now aſk yourſelf. what you will then 
ſay to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for this your contempt - 
and diſlike of his perfon and government? Dare 
you then juſtify your unbelief and impenitence. 
when he calls upon you to anſwer for it? Or 
whom will you get to plead for you,” when the 
only advocate ſhall condemn thee ?: Of whom 
will you make a friend, when he who alone could 
and would have been ſo, through thy incorigi- 
ble fault, is become thy greateſt enemy? Dare 
angels or ſaints ſpeak a word for you, againſt 
whom their Lord ſhall ſpeak? Or would they if 
they durſt? No, they will approve his riehteous 
ſentence.” Will the devil take your part £:Fath 
he any power, do you think, to ſecure his cap- 
tives? No, it is he that is thy accuſer, rejoicing 
rather to aggravate thoſe ſins, into which he temp- 
ted you, than to excule. them: Or doſt thou ex- 
pect relief from your companions in miſery? 
Ali! poor creatures, they would rather help 
themſelves, if they could, but cannot: Oh! then 
with What a heart, with what a countenance, will 
you hear that ſentence, Depart from me yea cur- 
ſed, when you ſhall look round about and ſee no 
help, no hope, but that you muſt lye den for- 
ever in that burn 73 ake, which the breath of 
| Is: | | 3 5 | the 


E Eons oe om od . —² Rm. tron tt oe Col 8 


Tt  (d mw ew © fv: 4 oo 


yuan = Oe 
PRA. 


— 


og wo TC IE AR” r AT BP. th SO IB ec 5 
* — 1 


900 30 = ww 
ae Ls fury, like a ſtream of arc doth 
kiridle, And when thou haſt lain thouſands of 

of years in that place ↄſ torments, what will be 
the workings of your heart, when you have felt 
that tribulation and anguiſh which comes pan 
- | thoſe that work evil, what thoughts will you 
have of the ways that. brought you thither? 
What would you not do for the leaſt hope in 
this miſerable ſtate, for the leaſt glimmering of 
light in that gloomy darkneſs? But there is none 
ſo be had, no nor ever will through a whole eter- 
i - nity; the force of which word eternity, and the 
mating of hell, is then known and felt in ano- 
ther manner, then when careleſs; ſinners could 
laugh at the mention ob them. or be offended to 
hear them dwell on. But perhaps you cannot 
perſuade yourſelf there are any torments prepared 
for N If not, it is to be feared you 
ate one of thoſe unbelievers for whom they 
are prepared. Now indeed all this is but talk, 
bell is out of ſight, and the moſt juſt deſeription 
of its torments but wind, and 9 — we find 
ſo little care in the world to make ſure of his fa- 
vour, who can ſave us from this miſery, If the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt would ſhew heaven and hell 
_ plainly to their eye-ſight, probably ſinners would 
be awakened; but this he will not do, neither is 
there cauſe he ſhould ; for as we are made men 
to be ruled by reaſon, Why ſhould he deal with us 
like brutes, that muſt be led by their ſenſes? 
Vet becauſe he will not take this way with them 
1 finners reject and dei piſe him. But. alas ! 
Vhen you ſee all = world: ſtand before him, and 
ul 5 Go rams that ne lake! into which, all n be 
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_ Chriſt 3/ then will you no longer count them fools = 

who judged it their firſt and greateſt buſineſs to 
ſecure an intereſt in him. Then, if the moſt _ 

Paſſionate wiſhes would do you any good, if the 
bittereſt cries for mercy might prevail, you would 


think them well ſpent; but, alas! all will be to no 


purpoſe, Though. you cry Lord, Lord, with - 
never ſo much earneſtneſs, if you was here a 


tain, but depart from me, I know ye not. And 
you yourſelf will be forced to acknowledge this 


ſentence to be no leſs Juſt than it is terible,; for 


did not you here bid Chriſt depart from yon, by 


not dgſiring the knowledge of bis ways: And is it 
not juſt he ſhould then command you to depart 


from him as one he will not own ? Heaven you 

reſuſed when you refuſed ſubmiſſion to the Lord 
Jeus Chriſt and you was told ſo again and again, 
andthereforeyou muſt needs fall into hell, ſince 


there is no third place provided, 
But perhaps you will flatter yourſelf none of 
theſ: things ſhall come upon you, becauſe you 


| 1 your truſt, and rely upon yonr Saviour to be 


pt from hell and the power of the devil. Be- 


ware, I beſeech you, how you cheat yourſelf into | 


that miſery from whence no wile can bring you 
back. Doſt thou truſt Gop will take you into 


| "heaven, who allow yourſelf in thoſe very fins for 
which he hath threatned to caſt men into hell? If 
-fo, it is ſome promiſe you ground your truſt up- | 
on elſe it is a vain confidence. Now ſhew me 
one promiſe in the whole book of Go p, that 


gives 
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gives you the leaſt ground to hope for happineſs: 
whilſt you continue in your fins: But I can ſhew 
you a thouſand texts of ſcripture; where wrath is 
threatned to all unconverted finners, continuing 
ſuch: ſo that plainly your truſt in Gop is a 
wretched preſumt ion, that he will be ſo merci- 
full to falſify his word and deny himſelf to ſave 
you; and if indeed his word prove falſe, then 
your confidence will not deceive you: but if the 
word of God prove 1rue, then notwithſtanding thy 
pretended truſt, nothing remains far you but in- 
dignation and wrath. And: of the very ſame 
ſtamp is your reliance on Chriſt, whilſt you are 
rebelling againſt him; for does the goſpel ever 
| once ſay, That every man who believes Chriſt will 
.=- fave him, ſhall be ſerved, let bis heart be what it 
vill, Never did Chriſt or bis apoſtles affirm 
any ſuch thing; and if your faith is grounded on 
any other goſpel then Chriſt hath revealed, you 
muſt ſeele another heaven than he hath promiſed; 
for he hath told you plainly. that without holi- 
|. vou ſhall never ſee the Lord; that he is the au- 
fthor of ſalvation, only to thoſe that obey him; 
and that he takes off condemnation from none 
but ſuch who walk not after the fleſh. but after 
the ſpirit." Now if you do truly believe in Chrift, 
you will ſet yourſelf to ſeek for happineſs in the 
way he hath appointed, not in one of your own 
deviſing, elſe it is a proof you do not depend up- 
oni him for ſalvation, but on your own fancy, or 
Satan's deluſions; following their directions, and 
not the directions of Chriſt. If you had ſome 
Wl dangerous diſeaſe, and a phyſician ſhould tell 
that if you would depend on him, he would re- 
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cover you, and for this end ſhould. leave a died. 25 
cine with you; if in the mean time ſome one elſe 
ſhould direct you to an eaſier way, and you 
throw away thoſe medicines, ug you png 1 | 


on, this phy ſician for a cure. 


Thus the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great phyſi- . 


cian of ſouls, aſſures you, if you will depend on 
him, he will keep you from everlaſting death; 


to this purpoſe he ſends his word and ſpirit to cure 


thee of thy ignorance. and wickednels, to bring 
the to repentance, and thoroughly purify thy - 


heart; but this you think a tedious courſe, and 


fancy you may be ſaved without ſo much ado, 
and that by reliance on Chriſt. But is this wiſe 


to rely on the phyſician ſor health, and yet throw 
away the phyſick that ſhould procure it? I know 
you. would: have the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, keep vou 


krom hell- yet give you liberty to live in ſin; 


that is, let you carry fire in your boſom, but 
keep you from being burnt; let you drink poi- 


ſon, yet keep it from deſtroying you, But, know 
O man. the Lord never came into the world for 


any ſuch ends; this grace indeed he hath purcha- 


| ſed, that no /ins great or ſmall, ſpall damn that 
man that comes to him for pardon with a truly con- 
trite ſpirit, that forſakes them and is made boly in 
heart and life; but not that he who lives in fin 
| ſhould eſcape miſery, which is indeed an impoſ- 
ſibiltiy. For man is in bondage, and fin is his 


fetters? how the Son would make us. free and 


| ſet the captive at liberty, but muſt he not then 


take off his fetters ? We are polluted, and fin is 
our filth, Chriſt. is the fountain opened for our 


cleanſing: And can we be clean if we will not be 7 


purged from our filthyaeſs ? ? Weare laues ta ſa-. | 


1 
ta thro? our "Reg Chriſt would deliverus been 


from this ſlavery; but muſt he not then break 


theſe chains? Sin is the ſpawn or ſeed. hell is the 
fruit and off ſpring, and if the ſeed be permitted 
to grew, muſt there not needs be the fruit? All 
this plainly ſbe wis that man deſtroys himſelf 
whilſt he will hug his ſins, as ſetpents in his bo- 
ſom, and yet preluming they willi not ſing him. 


Man by lin deſerved everlaſtin ne wink, the 
Ty Lal Jeſus Chriſt came to ſave him 


in their ins, and fo abide under that wrath ? ? Job. 


Vi. 24. All, iv. 12. 


Exceſſive love to Sr. Möcht and to Ns com- 
forts of this life and want of delight in God, is 


the great miſery of a ſoul, and enga es in fuck” 


contention, as kindles the unquenchab e fire, and 


if men will not implore the ſpirt of Chriſt to turn 
the bent and inclination of their hearts from the 


world to Gop, fo they not retain certain miſery 


Thus you may fee how impoſſible it is even in 


the thing itſelf for thoſe, who receive not the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to eſcape damnation. 


And know morevver your Soest Wil 


be much more heavy, than it would have been 
if the Lord had never come into the world, or had 
never offered to you his mercy. Can you think 
that you Oo have been preſſed by ſo many ar- 


guments to accept of Chriſt, ſhall eſcape as 


_ ealily as thoſe who never heard of him? Why 
- doth Chriſt denounce ſuch woes againſt Chorazin 
and Berhſaida, threztning them with worſe pu- 
niſhments than Sodom and Gomotrah? Was it 
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om ſin, and 

ſo from wrath. But if men will not believe he 
cad to this purpoſe; or will not improve his 

grace for that moſt noble end; muſt they not die 
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not becauſe they enjoyed more mercies, and gra- 
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ter means for repentance? Do we not read, Heb- 
xii. 25. that they Who refuſe to hear the Son 
ſpeaking from heaven, ſhall much leſs eſcape than 
thoſe who refuſed to hear the prophets of old, 
and of a ſorer puniſhment whereof they are wor- 
thy? it had therefore been better for you never 
to have heard one word of the way to ſalvation 


by Jeſus Ciriſt, than haveing heard, to Night. 
and diſregard it. | 


Every ferttion you Have heard and neglected, : 
will ſo much the more increaſe your torment. Be 
you. well aſſured though God be the author of 

mercies, yet he takes account of the mercies he 
affords his creatures, and how they improve them 
and if a er abuſed. they thall be ſeverely reck- 
oned for. 

Above all, how will the love of Chriſt make 
your doom more fad, who have not been conſtra- 


ed by it? What puniſhment can be great enough 


for ſuch ingratitude. If you be one of that num- 


ber, Idare even appeal to yourſelf whether you 


deſerve not, for your unbelief and impenitence, 
greater fufferings than if Chriſt had never died? 
If you are gullty of perfidiouſneſs and ingratitude 

againſt Gop thy maker, and Jeſus Chriſt thy re- 
deemer, will not your own conſcience conclude 
it moſt Juſt that the heavieſt judgements ſhould 
be thy portion? Was you not liable to death, to 
all kind of miſery for your fin ? Did not the fon 


of God humble himſelf to take on him your na- 


ture, and die a moſt ſhameful and curſed death 
to purchaſe your pardon ? And yet when he of- 
fers it upon condition of . acceptance of r 
| "i 
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lar your FR you are ſo far from Ag that 
100 rather take encquragement from this mercy offered 
you by the L, t continue in difobedience; which: i is 
to offer the great eſtpolſible-injury to. to your Saviour, to 
make him, as it were, the patron of your wickedne(s. 
. Thus yon de far worſe even then they who crucified 
him; Whilſt you endeavour to pervert the end of bis 
death, Which was to redeem from all i iniquity, and pu- 
riſy unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealons of good works. 
y:this* time, 1 hope, ydu are convinced rhere is a- 
e reafon why you ſhould receive the Lord Jeſus 
- Chriſt, to give you the falvation be; bath. prepared for 

8 people in the Wa 4 he himſelf hath preſcribed. 
And now after all again, I demand of you, whether 
vo will conſent that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hall be 
your Saviour, and take his own method to keep you 
rom mifery,, and bring you to trus bleſſedneſs? Are 
Jou reſolved to give up yourſelf to him, and follow his 
Directions or not? Do you think it better to go from 
_ Chriſt hereafter than to come to. him for ſalvation here? 
Can you bear this indigdation rather than his eaſy yoke 
and light burden? Is there an thing in becoming, Chrſts 
faithful ſervant more than in he the devils everlaſting 
ſlave ? Whileyou have leiſure, ceaſe not from theſe thoughs, 
ill you came to haus à true ſenſe of the things whith con- 
cern zou, and ate firmly reſalued, 'withant farther" excuſe 
e delay, 10 bind yourfolf over: to the, Lord Feſus Chrift, 
ta z firm covenant to be wholly: His, never to depart from 
Sim, but in all things ſincerely Befprit 22 tobe guided by him, 
that eee the miſery . your fins. expoſe you 10, 
e hid to 8 he 5 b ah Wy. 
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